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Quirky spaces

RE-IMAGINED 
GLASSHOUSE
This re-imagined Georgian 
glasshouse connects a 
listed townhouse to its 
garden. The challenge was 
to do this using the footprint 
of the poorly insulated 
existing 12 sqm extension.

“We wanted to create 
the internal qualities of the 
contemporary glass box 
without the mundanity 
of its exterior,” explains 
designer Mat Barnes. 

The external steel frame is 
made of the smallest off-the-
shelf I-beams and has five 
repeating bays. The glazed 
enclosure is hung from this 
frame, removing the need 
for any internal structure and 
maximising internal space.

The frame also serves as an 
ornamental element with the 
I-beams returning upwards 
to create finials. Concertina 
base panels complete the 
external metalwork which is 
black to match the original 
ironwork of the house.

A glazed chamfered door 

that slides into a concealed 
pocket leads onto a raised 
patio, and the external 
basement stairs has been 
moved to further improve the 
connection to the garden.

CAN: can-site.co.uk

This small first-floor rear 
extension to a mid-terrace 
London house was designed 
for a professional couple 
who wanted a space that 
could function both as a 
home office and occasional 
guest bedroom with en suite.

The couple also wanted 
to maximise natural daylight 
and enjoy the views 
across adjacent gardens 
through large windows.

Situated on a dense urban 
site with buildings in close 
proximity, any extension 
would be overlooked 
from multiple sides. 

 Mata Architects’ solution 
was a ‘reconfigurable box’ 
in dark stained Siberian 
larch. Two bespoke 
counterbalanced shutters 
are manually operated 

internally using winches. 
These allow for multiple 
configurations of the ‘box’; 
from fully open with window 
overhang to counter summer 
solar gain, to shut tight.

The shutters, cladding and 
structural frame (consisting 
of primary members 
in steel and secondary 
members in timber) were 
manufactured off site before 
shipping to the house. 
(mata-architects.co.uk)

This sunken garden room, 
affectionately nicknamed The 
Bunker by its owners, adds 
living space to a London 
property without affecting 
the existing building. 

The Garden Studio sits, or 
rather nests, at the rear of 
a small garden connected 
by a patio paved in clay 
pavers, a contemporary 
addition that is reminiscent 
of the reclaimed bricks 
used for the garden walls.

Inside, the space is filled 
with light that touches 
playfully on the built-in joinery 
made of birch plywood. A 
series of units work both as 
storage and as steps that 
lead towards the roof light.

It is a space in which to relax 
surrounded by the sounds of 
birds without any visual hint 
that the studio is in the city 
rather than the countryside.

Designed by Rise Design 
Studio, the external elements 

are reminiscent of the train 
tracks running along the 
back of the property. 

Sitting in relationship to 
the house like a train to the 
platform, the studio is clad in 
metal (black mild steel which 
was left to rust naturally).

A rotating pivot light that 
emulates the form of the 
garden studio was included 
to add a dynamic element to 
the external space between 
the house and the bunker.
(risedesignstudio.co.uk)
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