Turning a corner

An ambitious feat of engineering turned this Hampstead flat into

ifted home from home for ils international owners

anarry, cra
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t’s perhaps the greatest compliment to Dan Marks and his

team at architectural studio MATA that this apartment,

originally envisioned as a rental, turned out so beautifully

thatits owner decided to make it abase for his family instead.
The cathedral-like construction sits on the top floor of a detached
Victorian house in a conservation area in Hampstead. Most of the
homes in the street had already been converted and this one was
no exception. ‘There were five flats which our client owns, recalls
Dan. ‘By the time we finished working on the first, they asked us
to do the one across the hall, too. When we finished that, they
asked, “How about you do the rest of the building?”’

Originally, this project had been approached in the same way
asall the previous ones - using robust, straightforward materials
to make a high-quality rental - ‘but somewhere along the way,’
Danrecalls, ‘the client saw the potential and encouraged us to go
further’. That saw his team developing an ambitiously ingenious
plan. Their new design filled the valley between the ridges (the
highest points) of two pitched roofs, creating an expansive loft
apartment with a grand 4.8-metre ceiling. This remarkable
structure, developed in close coordination with a skilled structural
engineer, floats over the space like the hull of an upturned ship.
‘It’s given us this freedom of plan,” adds Dan. In the future, the
owners could reconfigure the internal layout - ‘a bit like Stansted
Airportonamuch smaller scale!” One way the team used this freedom
was toinserta mezzanine floor. Articulated in warm oak, the volume
contrasts with the neutral white canvas of the roof. Out of that
solid timber block, space is ‘carved’ to create storage, a guest
bathroom and access to the bedrooms and stairs to the mezzanine.

‘Every successful projectis the fruit of collaboration,’ says Dan,
adding, ‘it’s a delicate balance between how much your clients
trust you and how much they challenge you. I think we had a good
mix of both here.’ His team are currently working on the property’s
ground-floor garden flat, which means he’s often on site and
can see how much the family are enjoying their top-floor eyrie.
‘It doesn’t need ostentatious marble and high-end finishes,” Dan
says of the project’s success. ‘It’s about this dynamic form that
goes from dramatic, social space to becoming a lot more cosy
and human scale.” The kitchen, where the roof swoops from its
tallest point, right down to waist-height, is a favourite spot, but
he alsoloves the intimacy of how spaces are concealed and revealed
within the block that supports the mezzanine; the feeling of
anticipation and discovery when the soaring ceiling opens up
again. ‘I love those moments of turning a corner and something
revealing itself.” mata-architects.co.uk

Living area A low-slung modular sofa allows the soaring, steel-framed roof
structure to be the star of this open-plan space. Mata Architects could have
built the roof with clean, flat ceilings, but chose to express it, leaving the rafters
exposed. The rug is Studiopepe’s ‘Lunar Addiction’ design for CC-Tapis. All

the curtains and blinds in the apartment were supplied by LIl Contracts and the
flooring throughout is Dinesen Douglas fir finished with white oil »



This remarkable roof floats
over the living space like
the hull of an upturned ship

Kitchen Taj Mahal quartzite covers the island and splashback. The pendant light
above is the Anour ‘I-Model Cordless’ in a brass finish, while the induction hob is by
Siemens and the tap from Quooker. For similar stools try the ‘Gazzda Blanc’ bar stool
by Dyke & Dean, or ‘Perch’ by Wesley Walters and Salla Luhtasela for Nikari
Dining area Hans J Wegner’s CH24 Wishbone chairs surround the CH327 dining
table for Carl Hansen & Sen. Above hangs Anour’s ‘X-Model’ pendant in browned
brass. In their natural state, the roof beams looked ‘a bit too chalet’, so they used

a strong white oil that still allows the texture of the timber to be read »
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Mezzanine ‘Everything is plain and simple, really pared down so the timber
box stands out as something warm emerging out of this white space,’ says
Dan of the structure that sits proudly within this open-plan living space

Stairs The joinery within the ‘box’” in the corner of the living space is all oak.
Inside the volume, the sense of intimacy that Dan aimed to achieve is fully
expressed, contrasting with the airy views from the mezzanine above »
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I love those moments
of turning a corner and
something revealing itself’

Mezzanine (also on previous page) Here, Piero Lissoni's ‘Sdraio’
armchair for Living Divani commands a good view over the apartment.
The table is the ‘Louisa’ by Vincent Van Duysen for Molteni & C
Powder room A Pietra Grey marble basin and brushed stainless-steel
wall-mounted tap are both from Lusso Stone; the joinery is all oak
Bedroom In this serene space, the bed is dressed in subtly striped
white bed linen - for similar, try Piglet in Bed — and a pair of ‘Donya’
pendants in brushed brass with onyx shades from Anour hang low

on either side See Stockists page for details E2
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